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President’s Notes
Last weekend, travelling on the PA Turnpike, we
noticed there are a lot more yellow and red leaves
in the forests, and arrived home to a driveway
scattered with leaves. I’m looking forward to long
walks on cooler days, taking my camera and
sketchbook to capture some of the magic of fall
colors, hopefully using the inspiration to create
some new pieces.
We’ve got an amazing, diverse array of classes set
up through next Spring (thanks to Fred Kunz for all
his hard work!). Just this last week, we finished up
a three-day workshop in pastel portrait painting
with Christine Swann. I’ve taken several workshops

from her, and always end up learning something
new or solidifying techniques and skills I learned in
her previous classes. Barry Jeter also finished up a
three-day workshop in watercolor, and we’ve got
Tom McNickle teaching oils in October.
Thanks to all of you for your active participation in
the McMurray Art League, making it the most
active art organization in the area!
Keeping the arts alive,
Anne

Studio Exhibit Reception Coordinator Needed
We need someone to organize refreshments for our Studio Exhibit receptions. We don’t yet have a date for
a reception for the current exhibit (“Collage and Texture”); the reception for the next exhibit will be on the
same day as the Artist Market. We’d love to have your involvement to help bring folks into the studio—and buy
our artwork!!

NOTICE - If you have information you want to share with the League members, please submit your article to
our President, Anne Trimble with a copy to the Newsletter coordinator, Paul Rebholz.

Page 1|8

Next General Meeting, Thursday, October 12 at 7:00 PM
After a short business meeting, our presenter will be Eileen Sudzina. Eileen will be demonstrating how she
paints with water-based medium on Yupo paper (synthetic film). She likes working on Yupo because it and
allows the use of watermedia (acrylic/watercolor/gouache) painting in a nontraditional manner. The colors are
more vibrant on YUPO, as vivid as they are when they are still wet, and you can be as loose or detailed as you
want. Looking forward to this!

Programs 2017- 2018
Our Program coordinator, Betty Roseborough, has engaged a wonderful lineup of presenters for our general
meetings:
Date
Oct. 12

Presenter
Eileen Sudzina

Medium
Water-based media on Yupo

Nov. 9

Yelena Lamm

Oil

Feb. 8

Ashley Garner

Acrylic

Mar. 8

Peggi Habets

Watercolor

Apr. 12

Sandra Conley

Music & Art

May 10

Kathleen Frost

Oil plus

Topic
Painting on Yupo

Outdoor palette

Peters Township Library Exhibits
On Wednesday, October 25 at 9:30 a.m. plan to bring your paintings for MAL’s next library show. The
theme is “Favorite Pastime.” The show dates are Oct. 25, 2017 – January 10, 2018. Contact Sandy Conley
at conley1973@verizon.net or 724-942-0553 by October 20 to register. Email, phone or register on-line at the
MAL website. Provide title, medium and price for your art. Each artist can exhibit up to 3 pieces. We’ve been
looking ahead to 2018. Many thanks to Arlene Popko, who has once again put her thinking cap on and
provided the following creative themes for 2018.

2018 Library Show Dates:
THEME

SHOW DATES
Jan. 10 – Mar. 14, 2018

Photography Club Show

Mar. 15* – May 23, 2018

Salute to Nature

May 23 – July 25, 2018

Near and Far

July 25 – Oct. 24, 2018

Mismatched

Oct. 24 – Jan. 9, 2019

Playtime

*Note the drop off is THURSDAY, Mar. 15, 2018 to coordinate with the Photography Club.
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From Our Class Coordinator
Well Folks: we have just completed our September Classes with great success. The attendance for Vrscak,
Jeter & Swann was very successful.
October presents us with the opportunity to delve into the world of oil painting. We are pleased to have Tom
McNickle as our instructor for this endeavor. This will be our first class in oils this season. As most of you know,
Tom is a well-rounded artist with ample experience in oil & water color.
In November we have Gail Beem, on the 7th, & 14th, for Pastel, and Sue Levy for water color on the 1st, 8th,
15th, and 29th. Ron Thurston will finish out the year on December 6th and 13th for watercolor.
We are pleased to be able to provide instruction in all these mediums. It gives each of us the exposure to the
nuances of water color, pastel and oil. This is a wonderful opportunity to expand our skills in the various areas
of the art world, AND, it sure beats watching TV.
Fred Kunz

Important Reminder: Registration for classes can be done on-line or by contacting our Class Registrar, Jean

Kunz via e-mail at classregistrar@mcmurrayartleague.com or by phone at 412-831-9992. Early registration is
encouraged. Suggestions for classes and questions regarding class content may be directed to Class
Coordinator, Fred Kunz by phone 412-831-9992 (home) or 412-337-3366 (cell) if you have any questions, or
via e-mail at classcoordinator@mcmurrayartleague.com.

CONFIRMED MEETING DATES FOR 2017/2018
Board Meetings
Third Mondays, 2:00 PM

General Meetings
Second Thursdays

Program
Speakers

October 16, 2017

October 12, 2017 – 7:00 PM

Eileen Sudzina – Water Media

November 20, 2017

November 9, 2017 – 2:00 PM

Yalena Lamm - Oil

January 15, 2018

February 8, 2018 – 2:00 PM

Ashley Garner - Acrylic

February 12, 2018

March 8, 2018 – 2:00 PM

Peggy Habets - Watercolor

March 12, 2018

April 12, 2018 – 7:00 PM

Sandra Conley – Music and Art

May 10, 2018 – 7:00 PM

Kathleen Frost – Oil Plus

April 19, 2018
May 21, 2018

STUDIO GALLERY SHOW – Red, Red & More Red! December 7, 2017
It’s that time again! Please join us for the next MAL Studio Gallery Show titled, “Red, Red & More Red”
which will be hung on Thursday, December 7 and taken down on Thursday, March 8 (note: this is also a 2 PM
general meeting day).
Feel free to interpret the title of the show with
anything and everything RED. Drop off your work
at the studio from 5:00-6:00 PM on December 7.
Pick up of work in the current show "Collage &
Texture" is on the same day and same time. If
you’re not able to drop off work then, please
contact Co-Chairs Michalina Pendzich or Linda Saksa

to arrange an alternate drop off time. Work in this
show should be framed and ready to hang. Every
artist can enter up to 3 pieces. Please register for
the show and send tag information (title, medium
and price) to Linda Saksa, saxa3@msn.com or
Michalina Pendzich, mpendzich54@yahoo.com by
Thursday, November 30 or register online. The
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following spring Studio Show’s theme is “Then
and Now” to be hung on March 8.
STUDIO GALLERY RECEPTION for “Red, Red &
More Red” will be held at the MAL Studio on
Saturday, December 9 from 3-5 PM. This time will
overlap two hours of the MAL Holiday Artist

Market which is from 10:30 AM to 6 PM. Come
shop and/or have some refreshment, see your
friends and see/purchase unique gifts made by our
own artists all in one stop! You can’t beat that.
Invite your friends and family also. Hope to see you
there.

CAFÉs
We’ve got a couple of CAFÉs (Creative Arts For Everyone) planned for this fall:
Thursday, November 7: 10:00---we will be presenting a video workshop by pastel artist Barbara Jaenike on
“Painting the Poetic Landscape.” The video is divided into segments on different topics with suggested
exercises, so make sure to bring your pastel supplies!
Monday, November 13, 10:00-1:00: Sandy Conley will show us how to make boxes out of greeting cards.
If you have a special skill, or learned a unique technique that you’d like to share, please let us know! Or if you
know of a member who does something that you’ve always wanted to learn, ask them if they’d share! CAFÉ
sessions are generally only a couple of hours long, with a short instruction time.

Fall Exhibit
The show deadline has passed, so hopefully you are already registered! The set-up crew (only) should contact
Carmen DiGiacomo (412-606-8539) or tippfado@verizon.net for details of the screen set-up in front of
POTTERY BARN KIDS at the Galleria, at 9 PM on, on Thursday, Oct. 5. The crew may be in need of one or two
more 'strong' lifters!
Bring your art pieces, bin art, cards, and kiosk art to the Galleria from 7-9 AM on Friday, Oct. 6 (do NOT bring
your artwork Thursday night). Please make sure the standards committee OK's your work and tags it with a
'sticky' note before entering the hanging area. Or, if you're in a hurry, after you have gotten your work cleared
with the standards committee, we will hang it for you.
We have three donated memorial awards to give so far. If you want to present a memorial award, please write
a $25 check made out to MAL and bring it to registration the morning of the hanging on October 6. We need
the name of the donor AND the name of the person(s) to whom the award is in memory. Both names (donor
and honoree) will be on the award ribbon. Memorial awards will be presented at the reception on Saturday
night, October 7th at 7:00. Remember to vote for People's Choice awards by Oct. 12
Important dates
Screen setup help only (Galleria):
Drop off work (Galleria):
Reception:
People's Choice Voting Cut-off:
Show Take-Down:

Thursday, October 5 9-11 PM
Friday, October 6 7-9 AM
Saturday, October 7 7-8:30
Thursday, October 12 8 PM
Sunday, October 15 5-6 PM

Gina Judy

Page 4|8

MAL HOLIDAY ARTIST MARKET Saturday 9 December 2017
The McMurray Art League will host an Artist Holiday Market on Saturday, 9 December at the
MAL Studio. The market will operate from 10:30 AM until 6 PM. This event is for members only and
the cost is $10.00 per member artist per table. Please register on line on our website no later than
Monday, 27 November. Space is limited so you are encouraged to register early. Set up is Friday, 8
December 7-9 PM & Saturday 9 December 8:30-10 AM. A reception for the new studio display will be
held during the market from 3-5 PM. This is an excellent opportunity to display and sell your art work
at a time when shoppers are looking for that very special gift that you may have created. Additional
information is listed below.
·
·
·
·
·

Artist is responsible for table coverings.
Artists are responsible for all sales transactions including collection of state sales tax.
If you plan to be in the show it is a good idea to ‘advertise’ the show to your e-mail listsfamily, friends, clients, etc.
Recommend you ‘advertise’ the reception also.
Questions: contact Carmen d. @ 412-563-1859 or tippfado@verizon.net OR LINDA VAN
NEWKIRK @ 724-941-5784 OR ljvartist@comcast.net

OPEN STUDIO
Time and dates for the coming months: 10:00 AM
until 2:00 PM on October 13, 20, 27 and November
3, 10, 17.
Wow! It's autumn already. My favorite time of year.
I love the cool temperatures and that crisp snap in
the air that energizes us and makes us think we
can tackle anything, artistically or otherwise.
Mother Nature is already hard at work, dumping
her paintbox across our trees, and splashing our
pumpkins and gourds with such an array of colors.
So, pack up those squashes and gourds (and a few
beautiful fallen leaves) and come create with
us! We'd love to have you. But don't tarry, 'Cause
you know what's coming next...the white poop!!!

We have two short months ahead, due to Fall
Galleria Show activity and holiday weekends.
Please make a note of the above dates for the next
six open studio sessions. Also please make a note
to follow the weather reports for any indication of
conditions severe enough to close local schools. On
those days we will not have Open Studio. Put on
a big pot of soup and crack open the art supplies at
home. Or better yet...paint the soup!
If you have any questions or comments you can
reach me at klvituccio@gmail.com or call or text
me at 412-860-9049.
Karen

2017 WINDOW EXHIBIT
Arlene Popko provided a beautiful exhibit for
September.
Ginny Hultz will hang her art for October.
Michalina Pendzich will hang her art in November.

We will hang your Christmas cards again this year.
A Christmas Card Box will be available to drop off
your card art.
The Christmas Art Card display will hang Dec 1.
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I can’t wait to see all your original art for
Christmas. Be sure to put them in a clear plastic

bag to keep them clean.
Darla Duffy

Artistic You
Have you always wanted to create a hand-painted piece of art that you’d
be proud to hang on your wall or give as a gift? “Artistic You” will be held
Nov. 11th at 6:30 PM at the McMurray Art League Studio (McDowell
Shops in McMurray, behind Atria’s). You will paint your very own 16 x 20
painting, following step-by-step instructions with Linda VanNewkirk. She
makes painting easy and fun. BYOB, bring a friend, and take home an
original piece of art. The fee is $35.00 per person for civilians, $10 for
members of the Military and Veterans and their families, all supplies
included, and light snacks will also be available. Children are welcome if
accompanied by an adult. Register online on the McMurray Art League
website or email Linda at ljvartist@comcast.net with any questions.

News We Missed

This past summer MAL member Carmen DiGiacomo received the
Best of Show award for his digital image “Eden” in the
Meadville Council on the Arts annual juried photography show.
Carmen reported that his winning
entry was also purchased by a patron of the arts.

News from Other Leagues
SHAL (South Hills Art League): Members will bring paintings to be juried for the annual show at Galleria.
They will bring these on Wed. Sept 27 from 6 to 6:30 pm. The next meeting will be Nov. 8 at MAL studio at
7:30 pm. All are welcome to the meeting.
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Bethel Artist Guild: Members have their works shown at the Bethel Park Community Center. Current show

will run until December 7. Speaker for October 5 at 12:30 pm is Ashley Cecil, who specializes in flora and
fauna interconnecting the natural world and its inhabitants. She earned her master’s at Sotheby’s Institute of
Art in London. She also had a six month residency at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. All are
welcome.

Pittsburgh Watercolor Society: Current exhibit sponsored by PWS is Aqueous which will run from Sept 30

until Oct. 21. Although sponsored by PWS other artists throughout country and internationally are invited to
submit for consideration. Approximately 70 artists will be represented with about 28 from Pittsburgh area. The
opening is Sept. 30 from 5-8 pm at Spinning Plate Gallery 5821 Baum Blvd. Pittsburgh, PA 15206; Gallery is
open Wednesday to Saturday 11am to 4 pm.

MAL members who are in the show Lynn Angelelli, Leslie Baldwin, Fran Marze, Michaelina Pendzich, Renee
Keil, Patty Shields, Jeenie Nickolls, Gina Judy ,Andrea Correale La Nasa.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
MAL members must have their 2017-2018 memberships renewed and paid in order to participate in the Fall
Show at the Galleria from October 5-15. Dues are $35.00. Also, you can go into the MAL website at any
time to edit your personal information, which is especially important to do if your name, email, address, or
phone number changes. Since the directory was printed, MAL has added two new members and one renewed
member to the directory. Please refer to the last page of the newsletter for these additions.
Leslie Baldwin

THE McMURRAY ART LEAGUE

Officers & Chairs – 2016 – 2017
Presidents: Anne Trimble president@mcmurrayartleague.com
Vice-Presidents: Carmen DiGiacomo vicepresident@mcmurrayartleague.com
Recording Secretary: Anne Davis adavis72@comcast.net
Corresponding Secretary: Jeennie Nickolls jnickolls@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jan Pini treasurer@mcmurrayartleague.com
Art League Liaison: Fran Marze FMarze@verizon.net
By-Laws: Linda Saksa, Jan Pini
Class Coordinator: Fred Kunz classcoordinator@mcmurrayartleague.com
Class Registrar: Jean Kunz classregistrar@mcmurrayartleague.com
Directory: Leslie Baldwin lesbld@verizon.net
Exhibit Chairs (Fall): Gina Judy ginajudy@comcast.net
Exhibit Chairs (Spring): TBD
Hospitality: Nancy Hokaj nl.hokaj@gmail.com
Immediate Past President: Linda Saksa, Darla Tsupros
Membership: Leslie Baldwin lesbld@verizon.net
Newsletter: Paul Rebholz p.rebholz@live.com
Nominations: Sue Levy
Peters Twp. Library: Sandy Conley
Program: Betty Roseborough erosie5@aol.com
Publicity: Judy Ann DiGiacomo
Scholarship: Carol Aurin

Rhetoricians at a Window
Jan Steen Oil on Canvas
between 1662 and 1666

Standards: Karen Vituccio, Christy Osiecki, Jeennie Nichols
Studio Exhibits: Michalina Pendzich, Linda Saksa
Studio Window: Darla Duffy
Webmaster: Jan Pini webmaster@mcmurrayartleague.com
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ADDITIONS TO MAL DIRECTORY
Hart, Dan
412-831-9709 dhart@danhartdesigh.com
396 Logan Rd.
Connie 412-523-5412 AC CH CO CP DA GR MM WC
Bethel Park PA 15102
AA PSI SHAL NHAL
___________________________________________________________________
Liebau, Jack
724-348-5593 b29jackl@gmail.com
5108 Union St.
724-747-3426 OI WC
Finleyville PA 15332
___________________________________________________________________
Polizzano, Jeanne
724-941-2770 chas.poli@yahoo.com
570 Taylor Dr.
Chuck OI PA WC
Canonsburg PA 15317
___________________________________________________________________

McMurray Art League
PO Box 1063
McMurray, PA 15317
www.mcmurrayartleague.com
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